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Approach

Standardised / Norm-
Referenced

Criterion-Referenced

Dynamic / Mediated
Learning

Naturalistic / Language
Sampling

Curriculum-Based /
Functional

Overview of Diff

Purpose

Compare child to peers
using normative data

Examine mastery of
specific linguistic targets

Assess learning potential
through test-teach-retest

Observe communication in
real contexts

Evaluate impact on
classroom performance

Example

CELF-5, TOLD-P:5

Language sample probes,
developmental checklists

Graduated prompting, RTI
Tier 2

Play-based, conversation,
narrative analysis

CBM, portfolio review, RTI
benchmarks

erent Approaches

Strengths

Objective, replicable,
supports eligibility

Sensitive to small progress,
links to therapy

Shows modifiability,
differentiates difference vs
disorder

High ecological validity,
functional relevance

Directly informs education
planning

THE DLD
PROJECT

Limitations

Limited contextual validity,
few exemplars per skill

No standard norms,
requires clinical expertise

Time-intensive, requires
experienced clinicians

Time-consuming, requires
transcription & analysis
skills

No normative comparison
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0b@GgMgzom (Interview): ©os Godol 300mb3gdol ©obds s 85303056 dolmzol Lsob@gMglim
093909 LomdMobL HoMdsOrngs (Heilmann et al., 2013)

godgomdo bsds@dogo (Fictional narrative): 08539300306 godmamboeo 800l dmymerol
0900035H905. 530530 890dgds 0gmb 853330LmM30L bs3bmdo s IgbllogMgdosb As@IM3998v9E0
(059., LoyzoMmgero godol Lovyxg@o); 56 sbowro, ds3dz30LmM30L i3bmdo s3dsgo (Heilmann et al.,
2010)

9Ju3mbogommo dgBYzgwgds (Expository): 3s3d30bm3z0L 3Hgdbogzm@o b 3MmEgbol swfgeols
»bM3zbs, Bo450mo, BY35M90 153530l b BL3MGE L sbLbs (Heilmann & Malone, 2014)
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@MOMboE 36 Mbs oI MbmML Lbgs s@odosbo  LsbmMzgwro 4dggdol dguermengdsdo b
B539056M0 dgbggdol dgi3esdo (Heilmann et al., 2020)

Lazewnik et al., 2019; Hewitt et al., 2005; Restrepo, 1998; Ortiz et al., 2024
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Figure 3. Considerations throughout the language sample analysis process. MLU = mean length of utterance.
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(e.g., narrative retell) (e.g.. play-based

Interview it sample)

Focus on general Looking for specific

» language measures language features (e.g.,
Narrative / (e.g., MLU) nominal clauses)
Stable language ability | Low and/or variable
(even if low) language production
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/ expectations procedure
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skill‘s decisions elicitation methods that are standardized (e.g.,
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good communication partner
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over Time
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